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Tuesday, July 7, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we will be changing the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 11,626,265 538,172 6,304,328 No Data 
United States 2,938,624 130,306 705,203 36,032,329 
New Jersey 173,611 15,229 30,729 1,549,209 
New York 397,649 32,219 71,040 4,288,131 
 
Connecticut 46,976 4,338 8,210 524,364 
Information as of 7/7/20 at 0400 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  




Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to 
identify strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on 
public health emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better 
address preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of 
high-fidelity simulation in medical education while finding new focus on 
pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control 
for frontline responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions 
regarding public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and 
healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, 





 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated their guidance for 
laboratory safety practices with regard to COVID-19. You can find these recommendations at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/lab-safety-practices.html  
  
The White House 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  
View the Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 
HHS releases public service announcement regarding COVID-19 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/07/02/nation-doctor-america-covid-stops-with-me.html 




National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
 








United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for July 6, 2020, including FDA-authorized 164 tests 




 FDA guidance on conduct of clinical trials of medical products during COVID-19 




 FDA issues an emergency use authorization (EUA) for the third diagnostic test for 
detection and differentiation of the viruses that cause flu and COVID-19 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-fda-authorizes-additional-covid-19-combination-diagnostic-test-ahead-flu 
 FDA issues Emergency Use Authorization for second point of care antigen test 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-fda-issued-emergency-use-authorization-point-care-antigen-test 
 FDA issues Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to The Kroger Co., for its Kroger 
Health COVID-19 Test Home Collection Kit 
https://www.fda.gov/media/139681/download 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
 
Daily updates of cases in United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 
Updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html  
 
Updated CDC COVID-19 forecasts: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-
data/forecasting-us.html  
 
To view the latest CDC guidance on staffing resources: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/staffing.html 
 





To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 















 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that the reopening of New York City indoor 
dining, originally part of the city's expected entry into Phase III on July 6, will be 
postponed as states across the country that previously reopened indoor dining are 
experiencing upticks in COVID-19 cases. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-phase-three-indoor-
dining-postponed-new-york-city  
 Governor Cuomo announced $4.3 million in federal funding is being made available 
to county emergency management agencies and the City of New York to support 
COVID-19 planning and operational readiness. This grant opportunity will provide an 
additional level of direct support to counties as New York, and the rest of the world, 
continues to grapple with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-43-million-federal-
funding-support-local-covid-19-planning-and  
 New York City entered Phase III of reopening on July 6twithout indoor dining and 
subject to comprehensive state guidance. The Mid-Hudson region will enter Phase 
IV of reopening July 7. Long Island is on track to enter Phase IV on Wednesday, 
July 8. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-york-
city-enters-phase-iii-reopening-without-indoor-dining-and  
 The governor announced that the New York State Department of Health, in 
consultation with the Reimagine Education Advisory Council and others, is finalizing 
guidance on the possible reopening of schools in September. New York State 
previously directed all school districts to develop reopening plans. A decision on 
whether to reopen schools in September has not been made yet. 
 Governor Cuomo announced that casinos and movie theaters will currently remain 
closed as the state government continues to review the science and facts on their 
safe reopening. 
 




Information about COVID-19 testing: https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
 




For the NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update:https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-
health-provider-webinar  
 
Governor Cuomo’s Plan to Reopen New York: https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/new-york-
forward   
 
New York State’s Regional Monitoring Dashboard regarding the seven metrics needed to 
reopen: https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard  
 







 Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Order No. 159, which temporarily extends 
certain statutory deadlines across state government that require review and action 
by agencies before a specified deadline. The statutory deadlines, in addition to 
certain effective dates that are being delayed, are included in the accompanying 
Appendix to the Order. The Order will take effect immediately. 
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-159.pdf  
 Governor Murphy announced an increased outdoor gathering capacity limit as 
COVID-19 cases in New Jersey continue to decline. As of July 3, outdoor gatherings 
are limited to 500 persons, and outdoor religious services and political activities will 
continue to have no numerical limits. All indoor gatherings continue to be limited to 
25% capacity of the rooms in which they will take place, with a maximum of 100 
persons. https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-161.pdf  
 Governor Murphy today signed Executive Order No. 162. The Order extends the 
Public Health Emergency that was declared on March 9, 2020 through Executive 
Order No. 103, which was previously extended on April 7, May 6, and June 4. Under 
the Emergency Health Powers Act, a declared public health emergency expires after 
30 days unless renewed. https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-162.pdf  
 
Connecticut 
 Governor Ned Lamont announced that in response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
he is authorizing the state to release $2 million from the Coronavirus Relief Funds to 
expand the Connecticut Youth Employment Program, an ongoing initiative that provides 




 Executive Order No. 7EEE enacted with the following provisions: 
o Authorization for DSS to provide funding from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to 
additional providers: Authorizes the Department of Social Services to distribute 
funding from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to other types of health care 
institutions in addition to nursing homes, which was previously authorized. 
o Online continuing education for plumbers and electricians: Allows continuing 
education classes for electricians and plumbers to be conducted online. 
o https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-
Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7EEE.pdf  
 Executive Order No. 7FFF enacted with the following provisions: 
o Modifying minimum service hours for private non-medical institutions for adults: 
Modifies the number of service hours required to be provided by certain group 
homes and the requirement that group homes perform semi-annual times 








Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
Why being “more than blood center” helps fight against COVID-19 
https://www.nybc.org/news/articles/why-being-more-blood-center-helps-nybce-fight-against-covid-19/ 
 
New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page  
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19: Restart for Businesses: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-businesses-and-facilities.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s Reopening NYC FAQs: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-reopening-nyc-faq.pdf  
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
 








Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 





The latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area: 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
The latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance:  
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
New York Medical College Leadership News: 
#BTColumn – Travelling in the time of COVID-19 . . . How to stay safe in airports and on 
planes 




Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president for government affairs 
  
Faculty News: 





Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine 
  





Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine 
 
Broadway and Mill Creek Cinemas Reopening Friday; Is It Safe to Return to Movie 
Theaters? 
Lost Coast Outpost 
7/1/2020 
https://lostcoastoutpost.com/2020/jul/1/broadway-and-mill-creek-cinemas-reopening-friday-i/ 
Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine 
 





Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine 
   




Padmini Murthy, M.D., M.P.H., M.S., M.Phil., CHES, professor of public health and global 




Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 
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